CONSCIENCE   AGAINST   VIOLENCE

is taken, while my answer to each passage will bear the
same number as the original."

A discussion cannot be opened more frankly. In
the aforesaid book, Calvin had unambiguously ex-
pounded his views; and Castellio uses this "exhibit"
accessible to all, as an examining magistrate uses the
depositions of an accused person. Word for word,
Castellio reprints Calvin's book, so that no one shall be
able to say the critic has falsified or modified his adver-
sary's opinions; or that the critic has laid himself open
to suspicion by having abbreviated Calvin's text. Thus
this second trial of Servetus's case is much more just than
had been the first trial in Geneva, when the accused had
been kept in a dark and damp cell, denied witnesses,
and not allowed the services of defending counsel.
Castellio was determined that the Servetus case should
be discussed freely in its every detail by the whole
humanist world; that its moral issues should be plainly
brought to light.

There could be no dispute about certain essential
facts. A man who, while the flames were devouring
him, loudly proclaiming his innocence, had been cruelly
executed at the instigation of Calvin and with the consent
of the Genevese Town Council. Castellio goes on to
ask the question: "What really was Miguel Servetus's
offence? How could Jehan Calvin, who held no political
office but only an ecclesiastical one, submit this purely
theological affair to the municipal authorities? Had the
municipal authorities of Geneva any right to sentence
Servetus on account of the alleged crime? Finally, upon
what authority, and in accordance with what law or
statute, was this foreign theologian put to death in
Geneva?"

As regards the first question, Castellio examines the
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